Module 5: Food & Drug Law
· Discuss how the requirements specific for veterinary drugs are different than human drugs and why it is important for public health
While the production of animal drugs seems to take a peripheral role, veterinary public health has been identified as another frontier that is integral in the fight against human diseases (Lathers, 2001). The regulatory environment of animal drugs in relation to human drugs appears to be less stringent due to the reasons of rational priorities (Lambert, 2000). In fact, Alder (2005, p. 858) put it that while “doctors treat people, vets look after animals.” In this regard, human drugs have more scrutiny and regulation due to the primacy of human life compared to that of animals. Nevertheless, it is undisputed that diseases of animals have equal potential to cause harm (even turn into pandemics), just like diseases of people. The view that animals are lesser patients (which may be debated as true), affects the safeguards, controls, and contingency plans for veterinary drugs. From critical observations made by Lambert (2000), the Center for Veterinary Medicine needs to improve the requirements for the production of veterinary drugs, including tightening implementations on the production of vet drugs. Today, it is rational to argue that human health concerns largely form the basis for the regulation of veterinary drugs, especially because illnesses from companion animals like cats and dogs can easily trigger adverse human health outcomes. In this view, it is essential to improve the requirements and regulation of animal drug production for the good of animals as well as humans as well. 
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